


As of the Fall 2018, the University of Illinois Springfield 
had 4,575 students enrolled, with 348 full time faculty 
and 761 part time staff, bringing the total campus 
population to just under 5,700 not including visitors. The 
University occupies 1.2 million gross square feet (GSF)
in 86 owned and leased buildings. Off campus locations 
include the UIS Field Station on Lake Springfield, Barber 
Observatory, Therkildsen Field Station at Emiquon 
National Wildlife Refuge, and UIS Peoria.

Of the 1.2 million gross square feet (GSF)
• 45% supports academic programing, including  

research
• 20% supports University-wide administrative  

functions
• 30% consist of auxiliary functions such as student 

affairs, athletics, dining and daycare
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The study included a benchmarking exercise to collect 
enrollment, personnel, and square footage data as 
another measure of verifying the allocation of space 
per student and instructional staff FTE. The complete 
list of peer institutions, provided by the University, did 
not generate a sufficient response to be included in the 
square footage comparison. 

As a result, the planning team used a combination 
of inventory data collected from schools in the initial 
request and supplemented the list using additional 
institution’s space, staff, and enrollment data previously 
collected by the planning team. The following institutions 
were identified as peer institutions by the University of 
Illinois Springfield (IBHE Approved).

Auburn University at Montgomery
Clark University
College at Brockport
College of Charleston
Georgia College and State University
Iona College
Lake Superior State University
Marist College
Northern Michigan University
Shippensburg University
Trinity University
Union College
University of South Dakota
University of Wisconsin Green Bay

In addition, the following peers where identified by 
University of Illinois Board of Trustees (BOT). All of the 
institutions are public with either a Master's College and 
Universities of Doctoral/Research Universities Carnegie 
Classification with similar programs and enrollments.

Clarion University of Pennsylvania
Emporia State University
Framingham State University
Georgia College and State University
Rutgers University Camden
University of Baltimore
University of Michigan - Flint
University of Nebraska at Kearney
University of Southern Maine
University of Texas at Tyler

The space and personnel information gathered for this 
analysis were collected through the following sources:

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) &  
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
(IPEDS) Academic Year 2017-2018
University Websites
Telephone / email correspondence

Data received was sorted and summarized to provide a 
broad context for assessing the space needs in terms of 
whether the modeled space resources are in line with 
supporting the institution’s goals. This analysis includes 
the student enrollment and instructional staff to space 
ratios along with ASF per station size that will normalize 
the data and provide a more realistic amount of space for 
the comparison. 
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The comparative space analysis compare assignable space per student FTE in the following categories:

Classrooms

Class Labs

Research Labs

Offices

Library/Study

Special Use

Support

Health Care

Unassignable/Inactive

Residential and athletic space were not included in the comparative analysis. Overall, UIS was at or above the peer 
average in ASF per student in most categories which suggests a robust average ASF with two exceptions. In office and 
general use space, the University had the second highest ASF per student FTE. 
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Room Type
University of 
Illinois

University University University Charleston

FTE Students 3,287 7,436 6,356 6,723 6,891 3,745 10,729

Classrooms 57,023 80,149 84,970 72,806 152,514 41,105 104,228

ASF/FTE 17.3 10.8 13.4 10.8 22.1 11.0 9.7

Class Labs 51,764 159,920 75,348 52,343 187,467 32,233 133,194

ASF/FTE 15.7 21.5 11.9 7.8 27.2 8.6 12.4

Research Labs 6,295 14,410 12,611 0 45,437 1,394 24,200

ASF/FTE 1.9 1.9 2.0 0.0 6.6 0.4 2.3

Offices 175,448 250,109 110,000 134,572 374,835 98,034 361,100

ASF/FTE 53.4 33.6 17.3 20.0 54.4 26.2 33.7

Library/Study 66,904 79,180 62,000 51,555 139,033 31,979 104,441

ASF/FTE 20.4 10.6 9.8 7.7 20.2 8.5 9.7

Special Use 77,093 271,330 109,420 57,154 231,842 68,300 12,659

ASF/FTE 23.5 36.5 17.2 8.5 33.6 18.2 1.2

General Use 122,819 39,398 110,000 77,749 262,749 50,382 119,650

ASF/FTE 37.4 5.3 17.3 11.6 38.1 13.5 11.2

Support 35,096 80,690 57,000 28,341 79,180 8,750 7,966

ASF/FTE 10.7 10.9 9.0 4.2 11.5 2.3 0.7

Health Care 1,009 3,177 2,400 3,574 3,551 800 1,901

ASF/FTE 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2

Inactive 12,121 0 0 0 0 0 0

ASF/FTE 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total ASF 605,572 978,363 623,749 478,094 1,476,608 332,977 869,339

ASF/FTE 184.2 131.6 98.1 71.1 214.3 88.9 81.0

Notes:
UIS inventory includes off campus sites
ASF: Assignable Square Feet
FTE: Full Time Equivalent
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One line of text one line of text one line of textUI Board of Trustees

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & 
Professional

Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1970
746 acres
4,575 (Headcount) (Fall 2018)
2,814
1,761

11:1
210
138

The University chose a set of peer institutions 
(as recognized by University of Illinois Board of 
Trustees) with similar enrollment and academic 
missions for comparison to the UIS campus.

The following diagrams show the plan of the UIS 
campus and its peer institutions at the same scale. 
Tables contain metrics for comparison, such as 
enrollment, acreage, the number of faculty, and 
student faculty ratio.

The maps reveal the UIS campus’s academic and 
student life functions are spread over a large land 
area compared to peers. 

Another observation from the comparison is the 
University has one of the lowest student to faculty 
ratios at 11:1. Only Rutgers University has a lower 
ratio at 10 to 1.

The space assessment calculation assumes that 
100% of all tenure track faculty in departments 
conducting lab-based research are engaged in 
research activities. For this comparative analysis, 
it is assumed that a percentage of Full-Time and 
Part-Time faculty are engaged in research.
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Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1920’s 
40 acres
6,853 
5,489
1,364
10:1
315
386 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

1971
259
10,402
7,440
2,962
18:1
341
140 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

FSU
1839
77
5,691 
4,126
1,565
14:1
197 
137

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

1867
201 
5,225
4,321
904
19:1
N/A
N/A

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138138

210
11:1
1,761
2,814
4,575 
746
1970 
UIS
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Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

USM
1878
Unknown
5,732
3,605
2,127
15:1
315 
386 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

BALTIMORE
1925
47
5,565 
2,949
2,616
14:1
188 
233 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1863 
234
7,794 
6,110
1,684
18:1
247 
31 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

UMF
1956
42
7836
6434
1402
14:1
326 
247 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138138
210
11:1
1,761
2,814
4,575 
746
1970 
UISUIS

1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138



Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1889
602
6,952
5,987
965
17:1
330
66

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1905
515
6,644
4,843
1,801
18.9:1
323
134

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138138
210
11:1
1,761
2,814

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138



One line of text one line of text one line of text

The following Colleges and Universities are 
recognized by the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education (IBHE) as peer institutions with similar 
enrollment and academic mission to the UIS 
Campus.

The following diagrams show the plan of the UIS 
campus and its peer institutions at the same scale. 
Tables contain metrics for comparison, such as 
enrollment, acreage, the number of faculty, and 
student faculty ratio.

The maps reveal the UIS campus’s academic and 
student life functions are spread over a large land 
area compared to peers. 

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1835
234
7,436
6,792
1,684
13:1
326
247

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

AUM
1967
47
3,391
3,529
402
11:1
207 
130

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138
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UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

138
210
11:1
1,761
2,814
4,575 
746
1970 
UIS



Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1770
42
10,729
10,148
581
13:1
522
356

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

CLARK
1887
Unknown
3,445
2,448
997
11:1
201
142

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

LSSU
1946 
234
1,910
1,910
0
13:1
97
54 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1889
602
6,952
5,987
965
17:1
330
66

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

1970 
UIS

746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138
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Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

MARIST
1905
404
5,913
5,237
676
11:1
240
330

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1940
Unknown
3,745
3,123
622
12:1
171
159

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1899
47
6,891
6,534
357
17:1
291 
137 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1869 
234
2,484
2,321
163
8:1
252
84 

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138138
210
11:1
1,761
2,814
4,575 
746
1970 
UISUIS

1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138



Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1871
Unknown
6,356
5,648
708
17:1
299
73

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1891
42
2,027
2,027
0
9:1
220
18

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1862
47
7,894
5,844
2,050
13:1
450
158

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

Date Founded
Acreage

Enrollment
Undergraduate

Graduate & Prof.
Students: Faculty
Full-time Faculty
Part-time Faculty

1965
Unknown
5,153
4,966
187
20:1
181
82

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138

UIS
1970 
746
4,575 
2,814
1,761
11:1
210
138
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