UIS Career Development Center

Pharmacy School Preparation Timeline

Depending on the pharmacy school and program you are planning to enter, there may be different requirements.  Some Community Colleges have pre-pharmacy programs, while some four year universities allow you to take two years of general science electives before transferring to a pharmacy school.  Each program and school/university may be different.  Check with interested pharmacy schools to find their specific requirements.  Below is a timeline that can act as a guide to assist in the pharmacy school preparation process.  

This timeline serves as a general guideline for ways to prepare for graduate and/or professional school during your undergraduate career.  Depending on each person’s unique academic and career goals, the order and information of the steps given may vary.  For a more comprehensive plan of preparing for graduate and/or professional school, consult a career counselor at the UIS Career Development Center.   
First Year

· Talk to upperclassmen. Ask them:

· What are the general requirements?

· What are some prerequisite courses?

· Which professors should you take classes with?

· Does this program/major make a good fit for you?

· What are some mistakes they made that you can avoid?

· Start taking general requirements and prerequisites:

· Meet with an academic advisor and faculty members to arrange a class schedule that will prepare you for higher level classes and graduate school.

· Biology and Chemistry are standards.

· Consider other general course requirements.

· Start thinking about your undergraduate major:

· Talk to a career counselor at the Career Development Center.

· Biology and Chemistry are typical choices.

· Don’t rule out other majors, as they could be supplemented with other coursework or a double major.

· Throughout your undergraduate career, it is important to network not only with others in your classes, but professors and other professionals in the field.  Join student clubs and community organizations whenever you can to gain valuable connections and experience!  Also, consider memberships to organizations as most have student discounts!

Second Year

· Choose on an undergraduate major:

· Complete the appropriate paperwork through Records and Registration.

· In a professional manner, follow-up to make sure the paperwork was processed.

· Research pharmacy schools:

· Which degree do you need? Is it offered there?

· What location? What’s the job market like in that location?

· Evaluate the size of the school.

· Research tuition cost.

· Start thinking about the PCAT (Pharmacy College Admission Test):

· Meet with a career counselor at the Career Development Center to develop a plan of preparation for the PCAT when time comes to take the exam.  

· Learn what prep courses are offered for the PCAT.  

· Look into other preparatory resources, such as guides.  

· Find a pre-pharmacy advisor to guide you along the process of preparing for pharmacy school and a pharmacy career.  

· Talk to faculty and academic advisors, professors in and outside of your department, Upperclassmen, and the Career Development Center.  

· Start paying attention to different issues in your field, such as Public Health issues, confidentiality, and legal issues.
Summer Before Third Year

· Explore the pharmaceutical field:

· Learn about current events and research in the field. 

· Conduct Exploratory/Informational Interviews.

· Talk to professors who have studied pharmacy.

· Talk to fellow volunteers or coworkers in the pharmaceutical field.

· Talk to recent alumni of your school who are attending pharmacy school.

· Look for Volunteer or Internship Opportunities:

· Gain valuable experience that can be included on your resume

· Get a feel for the pharmaceutical field.

· Expand your network of contacts for recommendation letters, etc.

· If you are required to participate in an interview for entrance in to a program, be sure to schedule a mock interview with the Career Development Center!

**Many “summer school” camp programs exist specifically for young individuals who want to enter the pharmaceutical field.   Check with local pharmaceutical companies and universities, as well as a career counselor, for more information.  

Resources

List of Accredited Pharmacy Schools


http://www.aacp.org/issi/membership/schools.asp?TrackID=&VID=6&CID=593&DID=4224 

What Degree Do I Need?



http://www.allalliedhealthschools.com/faqs/doctor_pharmacy.php 

Current Pharmaceutical Issues



http://www.pharmacist.com/am/template.cfm?Section=Home2 
http://www.pharmacychoice.com/news/ 

PCAT Registration




http://tpc-etesting.com/pcat/ 

PharmCAS Registration

http://www.pharmcas.org/ 
Student Doctor Network 
            http://www.studentdoctor.net/
